26                        DYNAMIC PSYCHOLOGY

actions of animals, and that the actions he is studying
are in the same general class as the mental accomplish-
ments of men, though less elaborate.

Let us examine for a few moments the character of
the work done by the animal psychologists. Of recent
years it is almost wholly carried on by experimental
methods.

One line of study has been concerned with the in-
stinctive or native powers of different animals. Spald-
ing sought to discover whether flight was instinctive in
birds, by taking the young, just hatched, and confining
them in little boxes too narrow to allow them to stretch
their wings and so constructed that the little bird could
not see out and possibly learn from the sight of older
birds flying. He kept the birds in good condition in
these boxes till the age at which the young of that species
normally begin to fly, and, on then releasing them,
found that they flew promptly and well, steering and
avoiding obstacles as cleverly as could be desired.
Evidently, flight was not learned but instinctive.

Thorndike placed a newly hatched chick on a plat-
form at varying distances from the ground, and found
the chick to hop down without hesitation when the
elevation was small, with hesitation and spreading of
the wings when the elevation was medium, and not at
all when it was great, thus showing an innate sense of
distance, a reaction to the third dimension.

Scott brought up young Baltimore orioles without
giving them any opportunity of hearing the song of
older birds of their kind, and found that the young de-
veloped songs of their own, not identical with those
common to the species; he concluded, therefore, that